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“

"Qualitative research aims to 

provide us with a rich 

understanding of people's lived 

experiences and perspectives, 

situated within the context of 

their particular circumstances 

and settings" 

(Murphy et al. 1998).



Qualitative study design



Qualitative vs. Quantitative











Comparing Qualitative and Quantitative designs



Comparing Qualitative and Quantitative designs



Mixed Qualitative-Quantitative study designs



Utility of Qualitative Data

•

•

•

•

•

•



Role of Qualitative Research

•

•

•

•



Formative Research



Operations Research



Longitudinal Research



Retrospective Research



Qualitative Methods: WHEN 





Start with a Research Topic



Qualitative Research





Phenomenology

✓Goal: to gather an in-depth reflective description of 

experiences (phenomena) 

✓Describes the meaning for several individuals of their lived 

experiences of a concept or phenomenon 

✓Attempting to understand how people attend to the world 



Research Question (PH) 

What are the lived experiences of 

caregivers/patients? 



Process (PH)



Sampling (PH) 

▪

▪

▪

▪



Data Collection (PH) 

•

•

•

•

•





Grounded Theory

✓

✓

✓



Research Question (GT) 



Process (GT)



Sampling (GT) 



Data Collection (GT) 



Data Collection (GT) 



Exploratory Questions 

What are the barriers and facilitators for caregivers to receive 

HIV test results for their children? 



Selecting the Method for your Question 



Phenomenology



Grounded Theory



Discourse Analysis





Sampling: General Principles



Sampling

✓





Convenience





Purposive: Emphasis on similarity



Purposive: Emphasis on similarity



Purposive: Emphasis on similarity



Purposive: Emphasis on similarity



Purposive: Emphasis on variation



Purposive: Emphasis on variation



Purposive: Emphasis on variation



Purposive: Emphasis on variation



Purposive: Emphasis on variation



Purposive: Nonspecific emphasis



Planning



Sample size: informal rules



Sample Size: Saturation



Sampling: Notes

•

•

•



Data Collection Method



Main Methods Using in Qualitative Method

1. In-depth interviews

2. Focus groups

3. Observations



Main Purpose of the Method





Conversation vs. In-depth interview

•

•

•

•

•

•



Interviews

•

•



Interviews



In-depth Interviews





Focus Group Discussion



Focus Group Discussion



Focus Groups

✓

✓

✓



Focus Group







Data handling and analysis



Qualitative Data analysis Process

•

•



During data collection: Field diary/notes



Analytical Notes

•

✓



Analytical Notes



Coding: Analysis by themes

✓



Coding Process





Getting good data from respondents:
interviews



What does Qualitative Data look like? 



Keys to planning a qualitative project 



Ensuring a rigorous study design 

AT LEAST TWO 







Compare



MAXQDA



MAXQDA



The Interface: Sleek & easy to use



All your data, one place

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



Transcription & media analysis

•

•

•



Visualize your data & results in MAXQDA



Annotate, Paraphrase, Summarize



THE mixed methods leader



Search & retrieve



Export, Publish & Archive

•



Cross-platform, multilingual



Interview analysis in six steps

basic coding



Interview analysis in six steps



Focused analysis of interviews in six steps



Import your interviews and organize them in 
document groups



Store sociodemographic and background data in 
document variables

•

•

•

•



Sociodemographic and background data



Record your research question(s) in MAXQDA



Record your assumptions and preconceptions in 
MAXQDA

•



Search for words in your interviews



Mark important and/or special text passages



Checklist



It is important to be aware of these challenges and 
have strategies to address them:
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