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WHO-FIC Network Areas of Work

Global collaboration in support of maintenance

and development of WHO-FIC and promoting

the implementation of WHO-FIC in WHO

Member States.
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WHO-FIC Network Areas of Work
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History
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International Classification of 
Procedures in Medicine (ICPM)

International Classification of 
Health Interventions (ICHI)
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ICD-10-AM/ACHI/ACS

• International Statistical Classification of Diseases and 
Related Health Problems, Tenth Revision, Australian 
Modification (ICD-10-AM)

•Australian Classification of Health Interventions (ACHI)

•Australian Coding Standards (ACS) 
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International 

Classification of 

Health Interventions
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ICHI towards finalization: WHO timetable
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Mission

Improve health through the ongoing development,

maintenance, and promotion of an integrated suite of

reference health classifications and related products

that produce information of value and utility across

the world.
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• ICHI defines a health intervention as:

“an act performed for, with or on behalf
of a person or population whose purpose
is to assess, improve, maintain, promote
or modify health, functioning or health
conditions” .
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ICHI  Aim and Usages
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What is ICHI code?

The ICHI is a system of classifying procedure

codes being developed by the WHO. It is

currently only available as a beta release for

additional coding work.
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Clinical Objectives Statistical Objectives
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Use cases for ICHI

National uses:

1. Countries with no classification of health interventions

2. Countries that have used ICD 9 CM Vol 3

3. Countries wishing to align national classification with ICHI

4. Adding components of ICHI to national classifications
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Use cases for ICHI

M. Shojaei 20

International comparisons: 

Sustainable Development Goals

Universal Health Coverage

Patient safety and quality

Health System Performance (including Financing)

Public health: coding, planning, communication
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ICHI does not include

•Reason(s) for the intervention (use ICD or ICF)

• Provider of the intervention

• Setting of the intervention

• Workload measure

• Outcome of the intervention (ICD or ICF)
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ICHI Beta-3

https://mitel.dimi.uniud.it/ichi/.
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ICHI Beta-3

https://icd.who.int/dev11/l-ichi/en

ICHI Platform User Guide

h t t p s : / / m i t e l . d i m i . u n i u d . i t / i c h i / d o c s /
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ICHI Structure

M. Shojaei 27



•Multiaxial Classification

•more than 7,000 interventions

•Seven-character Code

•“Stem Code”
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•27 chapters

•four sections (Body Systems and Functions,

Activities and Participation Domains,

Environment, Health-related Behaviors)
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Chapters Interventions on

1- 12 Interventions on Body Systems and 

Functions

13- 21 Interventions on Activities and Participation 

Domains

22- 26 Interventions on the Environment

27 Interventions on Health-related Behaviours
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Interventions on Body Systems and Functions

• 01 - Interventions on the Nervous System and Mental Functions

• 02 - Interventions on the Visual System

• 03 - Interventions on the Ear and Mastoid

• 04 - Interventions on the Haematopoietic and Lymphatic System

• 05 - Interventions on the Endocrine System

• 06 - Interventions on the Circulatory System

• 07 - Interventions on the Respiratory System and Voice and Speech

• 08 - Interventions on the Digestive System

• 09 - Interventions on the Integumentary System

• 10 - Interventions on the Musculoskeletal System

• 11 - Interventions on the Genitourinary System

• 12 - Interventions on Other and Unspecified Body Systems and FunctionsM. Shojaei 32



Interventions on Activities and Participation Domains

13 - Interventions on Learning and applying knowledge

14 - Interventions on General tasks and demands

15 - Interventions on Communication

16 - Interventions on Mobility

17 - Interventions on Self care

18 - Interventions on Domestic life

19 - Interventions on Interpersonal interactions and relationships

20 - Interventions on Major life areas

21 - Interventions on Community, social and civic life
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Interventions on the Environment

22 - Interventions on the Environment: Products and 
technology

23 - Interventions on the Natural Environment including 
human changes

24 - Interventions on the Environment: Support and 
relationships

25 - Interventions on the Environment: Attitudes

26 - Interventions on the Environment: Services, Systems, 
Policies
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Interventions on Health-related Behaviours

27 - Interventions on Health-related Behaviours
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Spelling

Throughout ICHI British spelling is used.

M. Shojaei 36



•NEC (Not elsewhere classified)

•NOS (Not otherwise specified)
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Use of ‘And’ and ‘Or’ in code titles
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( ) Parentheses 
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: Colons
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Omit code
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Singular versus multiple
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Residual Categories: ‘Other’ / ‘Unspecified’

ZZY Other specified target

ZZZ Target, unspecified 

ZY Other action

ZZ Unspecified action

ZY Other method or technique

ZZ Unspecified method or technique 
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The following information fields assist in selecting the appropriate stem code:

•Definition

• Inclusion terms

• Includes notes

•Code also

•Excludes notes (Exclusions)
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Three 
characters 

for the 
Target

Two 
characters 

for the 
Action

Two 
characters 

for the 
Means
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Target 

Targets for body systems or functions  

Targets for activities and participation domains  

Targets for the environment  

Targets for health-related behaviours
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Target 

ZZY Other specified target  

ZZZ Target, unspecified  
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Action

Diagnostic

Therapeutic 

Managing  

Preventing 
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Action

ZY Other specified action  

ZZ Action, unspecified  

M. Shojaei 57



M. Shojaei 58



Means

Approach  

Technique  

Method  

Sample  
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Means

ZY Other method or technique

ZZ Unspecified method or technique 
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Examples of interventions in ICHI
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Extension codes
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Extension codes
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Use Extension codes for detail
(use as needed)

•Therapeutic products

•Assistive products Medicaments

•Quantifiers

•Additional descriptive information

•Topology: laterality, measurement, relational
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Use Extension codes for detail
(use as needed)

• Telehealth

• Essential pathology tests

• Supplementary target

• Additional anatomy

• Extension codes expand the detail and granularity of ICHI 
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•Closed reduction of the left humerus

MEB.LD.AH&XCA3
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•Provision of products and technology for 
communication

•Hearing aids (digital) and batteries

UAF.RD.ZZ&XP305.01
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Interventions delivered using telehealth
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What not to code?

• Intervention Components

laparotomy performed for a cholecystectomy. 

open cholecystectomy (KCF.JK.AA)
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What order of code assignment?

1. Interventions to treat the main purpose 

2. 2. Interventions to treat the additional purpose(s)

3. Interventions to determine the main purpose

4. Interventions to determine the additional purposes

5. Additional code to be recorded in accordance with a 

‘Code also’ instruction
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Code String
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Combining Codes

• ICHI code & extension code(s)

MEB.LD.AH&XCA3
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Combining Codes

•Interventions performed together: 

Intervention 1/ Intervention 2

KBF.JK.AA/KBA.JK.AA
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Total oesophagogastrectomy
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Combining Codes

•Associated extension codes are grouped using 

round brackets: ( )

HIA.LI.AA&(XCA3&XA2DD2)&(XCA4&XA4

YJ3)
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Coronary artery bypass graft to left diagonal
coronary artery and right circumflex coronary artery
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Combining Codes

•Packages of interventions: Intervention 1+

Intervention 2 + ….

(rehabilitation, mental health, public health)

UAF.TI.ZZ+UAF.PH.ZZ
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UAF.TI.ZZ

Prescription of products and technology for 
communication

UAF.PH.ZZ

Training in the use of products and technology for

communication
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Combining Codes

•Adding codes from other classifications #

Classification of Occupations
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Combining Codes

MTB.PG.EC&XB11.5&XXMGJ/MUB.PG.E

A&XB11.3&XXMGM
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Stem code MTB.PG.EC Assisting and leading movement 
skills exercise for mobility of joint functions

Additional descriptive extension XB11.5 Movement 
techniques

Additional target extension XXMGJ Joint of hand and 
fingers

Stem code MUB.PG.EA Assisting and leading strength 
exercise for muscle power functions

Additional descriptive extension XB11.3 Strength 
techniques

Additional target extension XXMGM Muscle of 
hand
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Combining Codes

MTB.PG.ZZ&XB11.5&XXMGJ+MUB.PG.

ZZ&XB11.3&XXMGM+SIA.PN.ZZ& 

XB12.0+SIG.PH.ZZ
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Public health and non-health activities
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•Planning in relation to wastes or scraps

UGS.TB.ZZ

•Public health surveillance concerning wastes or 

scraps

UGS.VC.ZZ
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•Public health surveillance concerning 

environmental industries and products, unspecified

UG1.VC.ZZ
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